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GETHELP

| If you are a victim of human trafficking, call this number ;‘{

1-888-3737-888

Text HeI; to 233733 (BeFree)

www.TraffickingResourcetér.org

Consigue ayuda -}
Si eres victima de la trata de personas, llama a este nimero

1-888-3737-888

Ayuda de texto al 233733 (BeFree)

Kumuha ng tulong =3

Kung biktima ka ng human trafficking, tawagan ang numerong ito

1-888-3737-888
Tulong sa Teksto sa 233733 (Befree)
15758
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1-888-3737-888
’ ??ﬁ%?f3?337(BeFree) e

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

~ THEREIS A WAY OUT

“D” CALL 911

USE THE HAND SIGNALS
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NOTIFY ANY POLICE OFFICER OR AIRPORT STAFF.
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shared language, no one sex trade

yntinuum: “choice, circumstance, coercion”

mercial sexual exploitation (CSE) and human
icking (HT)

yuted language and framing within public
Ith addiction services undermines collab and
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Lifetime history of sex trading
among women presenting for
SUD care.

Rates of lifetime illicit drug use
among individuals engaged in
sex work in U.S.
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Contents lists available at ScienceDirect
Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment

ELSEVIER journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locatel/jsat

Service providers' perspectives on substance use and treatment needs
among human trafficking survivors

Erica Koegler  , Claire A. Wood ", Sharon D. Johnson?, Lilly Bahlinger *

* University of Missouri-St. Louis, 1 University Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63121, United States of America
b Missouri Institute of Mental Health, 1 University Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63121, United States of America

1. Introduction

In the context of a national opioid epidemic, resedrch should
exammme=panulations that are most vulperablete-#seitsubstances, such
as survivors of human trafficking. The United States' Trafficking Victims
Protection Act (TVPA) defines human trafficking as “the recruitment,
harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor
or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of
subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery”
(Victims of Trafficking & Violence Protection Act of, 2000). Sex traf-
ficking has been defined as instances “in which a commercial sex act is
induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to

perfosnie=s as not attained I8 years Ol age —trres of Traf-
ficking & Violence Protection Act of, 2000). Research focusing on the
intersections of substance use and human trafficking is scant. The pur-
POST Uf-trre=eussen dy is to asse De natureo BstareTTIse anong
survivors of all types of human trafficking and identify the treatment




Using Substances and Exchanging Sex as “Going Hand-in-Hand”

(a) Exchanging: “A means to an end”  (b) Using: “Making it easier to do” (c) Using and Exchanging:
Enabling each other

Prostitution
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FIGURE 1 Conceptual diagram: Variations of the theme.
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Debt example: “I had no choice”

v VWhat's wrong 2

So | had cuffed a gram off .and
he been asking for the money
and | don't have it now. And it's
been like 3 days and I've seen
when he gets mad and people
ow. | never owe money for resins
like this but | had no choic

I'm just standing with him right
now.

Speaking of that he pulled a
baton think it's called like the
police have... | just hate that | said
the next day and about to be
going on 4 days .. | just don't
want him to think that he as any
type of advantage trying to Sell
me or something



MASSACHUSETTS
GENERAL HOSPITAL

PSYCHIATRY ACADEMY

les: Weaponization of addiction,
rugs as coercion

P S e e Tt e s ey = tw s = @ s J=* J ALAAEANN EEILERIE®

“Justice was served today. Trevor Jones’s decades-long criminal career is defined by his
willingness to exploit women and profit from their pain. He preyed on women struggling
with addiction, fueled their dependence and inflicted violence and fear to maintain control.
The victims in this case endured unimaginable abuse at his hands,” said United States
Attorney Leah B. Foley. “This case is a stark reminder of the devastating intersection

o g o . between drug trafficking and human trafficking, and wh will continue to aggressivel
Recidivist Sex Trafficker Sentenced to 15 Years in NI .S Sairnis. s
pursue offenders who operate at that intersection. Today’s sentence should send a clear

Prison for Sex Trafﬁcking Four Victims message that this office will dismantle those who traffic in human lives with the same
relentlessness they show their victims.”

Jones demanded “loyalty” and “dedication” from his victims, enforcing his requirements by punishing victims with acts of violence,
threats of violence and withholding controlled substance from drug-dependent victims. At times, to compel some women to
follow his rules, Jones used his fists or other weapons -including a belt, cane, metal rod and pistol. In one instance, the violence
he inflicted on a victim resulted in a broken nose and missing teeth. Jones beat another victim with a belt causing bruising
throughout her body. When confronted with the injuries he caused, Jones told the victim that she deserved the abuse. Jones was
also verbally abusive toward another victim, locking her out of the house, demanding to know where her “loyalty” was and
berating her for not “contributing everything” she was making. Another victim experienced degradation from Jones, with him
telling her that she needed to “make daddy proud” and scolding her for being “disobedient.”

U.S. vJones, 2025
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He allegedly also has a history of targeting

women — many struggling with substance

abuse — whom he controlled through

violence and access to drugs to perform Boston Globe
commercial sex and sell drugs, the statement =~ g / 23 / 25

said. He “created a climate of fear” by

claiming connections to law enforcement

and other influential figures through his

nonprofit and coordinated drug transactions

using the nonprofit’s phone, the statement

said.

Because of his prior conviction, Tooley faces
a minimum of 10 years and up to life in
prison and a fine of $8 million, if convicted

of the new charges.

Adapt & Evolve LLC did not respond to the




oorer clinical outcomes

* Higher psych sxs - esp CSE/HT
* More chaotic use

* Violence-related mortality

e Disproportionate HIV & blood-
borne infections

cess challenges
* Competing survival priorities

* “Everyday discrimination”?!
Fear of arrest
Provider and institutional stigma
Racism
Relevance

ddiction services - opportunity to
gage
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Do Not Access |

Services
= Hearing stigmatizing language
* Failing sobriety requirement f )
* Thinking providers cannot meet needs Service
Engagement
J )
i : = Feeling non-judgmental, open environment
Sex Trading il ety : to disclose sex trading
Identities . Racial Prejudice | « Maintaining sobriety requirements

* Prioritizing client’s self-described needs

= Sex traders ‘ ------------- = Feeling identities (oppression, privilege, and
* Prostitutes sex trading) are acknowledged
* Prostitutes with a e ) |
* Hearing client-centered, non- & p,
—Pimo stigmatizing language ,
! = Meeting sobriety requirements ’
S——  J— } * Thinking providers can meet needs et _ Service
( | imecelpejedce] | Disenesesmen
' Racial Prejudice : | TN ERac::::: rejudlce: i g
R A ! ot g e s . * Feeling judgmental, negative
environment to disclose sex
trading
* Lacking acknowledgement of
racism and oppression
\ > Relapsing J

Figure |. How adult women who trade sex engage in services.
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N | ng Disclosing Sex Trading
Hist?ries to ProYif:lers:
han the perfect tool - disclosure eyt e e

Services Among Women
Impacted by Commercial

Sexual Exploitation
g ( RA FT) Chisolm-Straker et al., 2021; Vera Inst. Justice, 2014

i Lara Gerassi, PhD, LCSW,!
entation Dell et al., 2023 s =t b

Vanessa Fabbre, PhD, LCSW,2
. Abby Howard, MSW, LCSW, CPCC
FISM and Andrea J. Nichols, PhD?2

Experiences of Racism and
Racial Tensions Among
African American Women
Impacted by Commercial
Sexual Exploitation in
Practice: A Qualitative Study

provider and BIPOC pt

Lara B. Gerassi!
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“emerging

. | didn't go to the ER | went to a
i —c D o nurse and | asked her to not put
L it in the computer and she said
| have a date here and he is being she wouldn't | am not going to
really =zl and rushing me =l have people saying that | went to
you act like my mom or something the ER and talked to the cops bc

they were all saying that | went to

Yes bmc when that happened to me
than Will he be listening? and [N

Or just us?

Well done

No | just am going to just start | hate that you have to do that

getting my bags ready but it is very smart and self-
protective




The clinical course of addiction and achievement of stable
recovery can take a long time ...

Can we speed this up?

Addiction Help Full Sustained Risk drops
Onset Seeking Remission below 15%

!

Opportunity

for earlier 4—5

i initiated Treatment Continuing

screening :n & episodes/ care/ 60-75% of
non-specia

settings like, sl mutual- mutual- individuals

primary attempts help help with SUD

care/ED will
achieve full
sustained
remission

Recovery Recovery Recovery

Priming Mentoring Monitoring
Kelly JF (2022) Psychiatr Clin North Am
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Thank you!
amjudge@megb.org

www.bostonheat.org
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